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NOW SERVES AS COMMUNITY CENTER IN VERMpNTVILLE

Early Opera flays Recalled
By WlLUAItf J, DUCHAINB 

''journal Staff Writer
the U.S.^$enaU front, 1S9I to 
11895. ■ ■

I. iM .1 ■ Bryan W ot* the I r w  lUver
VERMONTVIW.E Election pjr,y plaUjnn al

campal^ oraUjo' •'wsy* • "If" the Democratic-naUonal convM- 
mod. Ra^HawtoM, 78, of 1 ^  ,io„ auchlcajo In 189«, Be * «  
firjl pouiical. rally he attended nominated^ae the DeitiociaUc 

party's ;it&odard bearer -at tthatai (be old Opera Jloase where 
be DOW aerves- as custodian.

'Thai'was back-in ISiMl,*' said 
VenhonUUk*! well known* Tia- 
tivc son,' wliose ^at-craixi/a^ 
er. Jay Hawkins, caro^ here in 

wHh the pioneer .bondv of 
scalers from C^tleton; y t  . .

“The speaker was W ^ in ^ n  
Gardner, a Michigan congress* 
man,** Hawkins continued. “ He 
was a Republican. Tm jure of 
Uiat because 1 remember he was 
laying stress on the tmp9̂ taoce 
of the gold standard,^. --

The* goU.'ffimdiB^rwat'>i^ 
slraQg.pUnk4o tbe^RepubUcBQ 
partrs platfons those flays, 

WUllam Jennings Bryan,' the 
silver-tongued orator from the 
Platte,', had advocated Uve '̂free 
coinage of Silver at a; fixed rate 
with gold while he seryod in

convention  ̂ onl/ to lose to ‘Wh* 
Uam McKinley in the' presidei. 
tial election‘’ that fall.

old J lhaater stage and bal^hy,. ̂ . 
la  the early d a xi*. i
House was the scene of^boe-olghr’̂ ' 
road sbov<* stock M^boipanr,tep*'r 
BiKnjeti* yaudeyiUs«%iovî  - 9 ^ - 
home.uueot progrinu.- ^

0pm B4use'..li l̂n  ̂Hawk^ -̂

UaJ election that fall.
CENTER o r  ACnVltlES

The . VexmontviUe , 0  P s r a 
House, which was built in IB93, 
long has been a community, cen
ter. although it's not.the enter' 
tainment house tt used to be. ..

The first floor now houses U>e 
public library, with .iti sizable 
stacks of books and magazines, 
and'.tbe fiie.ftatinn, with an am*

Tliere’i  «l»o .a  miueum olKe sU lV 'liQ itf £  
9t o ^  Ujera. 1I‘(  tbe old lund - -
p ^ p er , which ii brougbt.out for 
dispUy. at'cclcbratiOQi tudi as 
Ihc’ annual' VermootviUe Maph 
Syrup.JF'eauyaL .
Tba'; secood: floor lUU hai Uu

re^ lW . '<It 'wai »Ten'-Nt*hhir' 
in-Jha Baiioixn.'.','A ' ; / P ■ f  
“ HE\T^', ŜETS

TUo stapa f̂UU hai' tha bU enr-'' 
tain, whim .dcpicta.rarcoloHul'. 
scene from Naple8..'nicre. were 
(be Ualn'Street'aceqe^tod other'^ 
typical "pleoe" oL the V iudevl^ . ' 
dayt, but they're gone now: 

Bawkint aaid tha aeti were bi 
the wf^ eo they were aold to BUI 
Siout. .wjhp wai. activf! in< the ) 
Grand. Ledge' plajliouae: tifor^ •

^  . Verne-Skxit, *,
wbp died tn.l8SS, wag.,bOni la; 
VennontrUle and began tbeatri.. 
ca^ .troupiiig .arqond, the. .court- - 
try in 'U U .'Be returned to Ver- 
mootvflle hr WX-Ip etage hie 
first show and (pert weiU on the 
road "With U.' '

In in s , Ora Ackley joined the 
Siout troupe after playing In mu< 
aical.comedies In the w ^

ViuiM auu Cia'weie aiiaiiieu,*' 
and'-lor years they, delighted 
open bouse and tent show audi- 
encee with their portrayal of 
those corny but lovable charac-** 
tart, Toby and Orrie. Whenl 
they retired In tha earty *SOs, the! 
Slouts let down the curtain onjhe 
last of Michigan*! tent thows 
NOW HEGTIN^ HALL'

Now the'*bld Opera' House is 
used as a meeting room for 
the Boy Scouts., An accordion 
class practices once a week, and 
sometimes some group puts on 
an entertainmeiH or some other 
tocUl «vpr.t. It'* hUd a meeting 
hall;;(or'the officers and trus
tees .-of the Tillage and t a w n- 
ship, which Jointly own the 
taiUdingi 

Bawkina farmM' u n t i l  1923 
when he moyed^to Larising to 
woA (or Kotor WheeL Be moyed 
back^ VermootviUe eight years 
h)ter, but continue  ̂ to conimule 
tp Motor Wbpcl until he retired
in'iast̂ ’A
-He's oof exactly retired, how

ever. He is active io civic atid 
poUUcal .aflairtf, having served

OLD OPERA HOUSE — Ray 
riawkjiu auaiii, across e. Maw 
Street from the old Verroeot- 
TtUe Opera House, built In 
3193. (Slate Journal Photos)

MAILBQt-AVD SYRUP .CAM, ON, BUMPr-Ray Hawkins Is . ^
tressurar'ollhe Vennoolvllle Maplo Syrup>FesOva< Association, jon the vtUage hoard to the past. 
The maple syrup can U his advertlsemeot, (or .the lesUvaL

er Ol Yrte Viâ Jo: 'byiup ’rcshveil 
Ass^iatlon. He advertises his in
terest in the (estival with a ma
ple syrup can hanging from the 
mall box, mounted bn an old 
pump, in front of his home at 
292 S. Main St.

And, in addition to his • job 
as custr^inn at the old Opera' 
House, Hawkins “ moonlighls" 
as a subscription agent for 
scores of. Michigan newspapers 
ur^ national magazines.

On his periodical subscription 
business card, he has a line:

Phone before B a.m. or after 
At preaent, Jfawkins is treasur-J p.m.'*


